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Volume LXIV

February 5, 7957

. . . No comfort for their sorrow, no
medicine fortheir wounds, no knowledge
for their ignorance, and no light for their
darkness...

An African native smiles her appreciation
for her only dress, given to her by a missionary.
(See page six)
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"The Searchings Of The Lord"
Edwin Raymond

U

PON one occasion, the prophet Jeremiah
transmitted this tremendous declaration from the lips of the Lord, "I the
Lord search the heart." (Jere. 17:10).
Somehow I feel that the old prophet must
have trembled with the giving of that
word, for it must have set forth quite a
"chain reaction" even for his early day.
And I feel that if he were to return today
and to our self-satisfied midst, that he
would tremble all the more, with the giving of such a message. How many doors
would be slammed in his face, and how
many brutal attacks would have been made
against him for even daring to suggest
such a declaration!

Anderson

And beloved, the Lord would deal with
these hearts of ours; not with our heads.
For the many of us, things are well settled as far as the head is concerned. We
are sound in doctrine, and can quite easily
detect the least shadow of error. But then,
there is a deep unsoundness about that
very state, and when the heart is not right,
we are in the grip of far deadlier error.
Ah, beloved, but these hearts of ours!
Prone to wander and seek their own ways,
even on the "right side of the fence," and
with depths that have never been plumbed; the Lord needs to deal with them, to
search them out, that there be true recovery and thrilling personal revival.
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that. But then, God maintains His own
peculiar supply-lines, and c a r r i e s the
needs upon some strange wagons! And
what we need the most is quite often that
which is the least thought of, or desired.
And one of those "the most," if we are to
be honest about this business, is a full
searching of heart. There needs be drainage before He can deposit, and He wants
us close to His precious bleeding side in
full faith before He grants full filling.
And I am so afraid that these shall only
be—words; read with the eyes but alas!
rejected of the heart. Ah beloved! if only
this word of Jeremiah's flaming from the
lips of the Lord, would really have libertyway with us—what critical changes would
be brought to pass! We would not have
to talk about revival for we would have
the reality burning in our very midst.
There would be that melting and moving
and moulding that would strike a holy fire
through the wastes of sin, jarring this
jaded age, smiting its smugness and sophistication, and marking out a glorious
channel for the sight of "Jesus Only."

And yet I feel that here is a declaration
Shall we be willing for such a searchthat is desperately needed in the camp in ing, such a deep, penetrating work upon
this latter day. We desperately need a His part? Now there is a question to be
—Waterbury, Connecticut.
thorough and holy searching of heart. We carefully weighed! . . . and if we were
need the Lord coming in upon us in this
thoroughly honest, many of us would have
driving, piercing, probing manner, unto shake the head and say, "Rather not,
covering and upsetting, creating a holy
Lord, rather not." For in all deep truth,
upheaval through the instrument of the
we would rather have the Lord do anyOfficial organ of the Brethren In Christ
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thing and everything else with our hearts
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Editorial
UNHOLY AMBITIONS

W

ITH one stroke of the pen John dashed off a character portrait of a man
named Diotrephes. He does not clutter the
biography with tiresome detail. We are
thus enabled to study the character of this
man with reasonsable speed and accuracy.
One dominant note is in evidence in
every significant life. If the preeminent
characteristic be excellent the whole life
will be admirable but if ignoble the
whole career will be detestable. No life
is stronger than its fundamental defect.
We are not informed as to whether he
was an official or layman. If an official,
his eloquence, wisdom, and leadership are
neutralized because of his rule-or-ruin
policy. If he were a layman, his orthodoxy, generosity, and industry are overshadowed by his love of self. Selfishness
crowded love out of his heart. The absence
of charity ruins any character. What
hazardous remnants of giant personalities

dot the sky-line of our society and more
particularly our churches where useful
talent lies in scornful rubble.
However, not all ambitions are to be
considered selfish. While the word had
it's origin in the low practice of the
Romans ambling about seeking votes for
office yet there is a holy aspiration that
though sometimes misunderstood, is not
inherently evil. It is essential motive
power. It propels the machinery of life.
Three worthy motives should govern it:
To endeavor to reach the utmost in life of
which one is capable. To give greatest
possible service of our fellowmen. To be
faithful to duty in gravest emergencies
even though self-appointed leadership is
necessary.
The poor man the Apostle John described had none of these traits. He wanted prominence for prominence' sake.

(3)
What an epitaph has been chiselled on his
tombstone. It is still legible two thousand
years later.
.May we urge youth especially (since
only they have careers ahead of them) to
examine their hearts under the searchlight
of God's Word and the discipline of the
Spirit. If unsanctified ambitions are discovered, there is only one remedy ever
known to be a permanent cure. This is
known as the double-cure. Jesus said, "He
that humbleth himself shall be exalted."
Debase yourself in self-condemnation and
a real dying to the self-life and the mighty
cathartic of the precious blood made
operative by the Holy Ghost will surge
thrdugh your being and rid your system
of any inner causation of this most dispicable characteristic.
This, my dear young people, is so much
easier to do while you are in the flexible
processes of life rather than when you
later reach the more insensitive brittle
stage of maturity. May all of us glory in
the Cross of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ so that any crowns we obtain may
have the glory of divine favour hovering
over with eternal radiance.—E. J. Swalm.

4~tt<~lK"MK<<<K<~l~te<"l"X~l"MK<<^

I AM THE CHURCH
I am a VOICE
Calling to mankind
Through the ages;
Calling men away
From all that is
Low and unworthy
To all that is
High and holy.
I am a BOOK,
THE BOOK made articulate,
The living Word
From whose pages irradiates
Light eternal,
So that I become
A lamp unto the feet
And a light unto
The pathway of men.
I am a LIGHT
Shining in the dark places
Of the earth,
Reflecting the glory
Of Him who is
The Light, of the world,
Making bright the lives
Of those that sit
In darkness,
And bringing warmth and cheer
To the discouraged and downcast.

I am a FLOWER
Blooming beside
The dusty highway of Time,
Filling the world
With the undying fragrance
Of the Rose of Sharon,
The aroma of a life
Made sweet by unselfishness
And perfumed by sacrifice.
I am the Custodian of TRUTH,
The Guardian of FAITH,
The Conserver of HOPE,
And the Interpreter of LOVE.
I am an ALTAR
Built in the shadow
Of a Cross,
The place where
"The soul of man keeps tryst
With the Spirit of God."
Before me men kneel
To confess their sins
And receive
forgiveness.
"They kneel, how weak;
They rise, how full of power!"
I am the SPIRIT OF WORSHIP.
I am that which lifts
Man out of himself
And makes Him
"Whom, having not seen, we love,"
"Closer than breathing,
Nearer than hands and feet."

I am the COMMUNION OF
SAINTS,
The tie that binds
All hearts in Christian love.
And links the redeemed on earth
With the redeemed in heaven.
I am the BODY OF CHRIST
Through which He operates
For the extension
Of His Kingdom on earth,
That Kingdom
Whose imperishable
glory
Is the Fatherhood of God
And the Brotherhood of Man.
I am HUMANITY at its best,
Consecrating its all
To the service of Him
Who is the King of kings
And Lord of lords.
I am that for

which

(Christ died—
The most vital,
The most compelling,
The most far-reaching,
And the most challenging
Institution known to man,
The greatest reality
Of the universe—
/ am. UNA SANCTA,
The universal, impregnable,
Eternal CHURCH
Of the LIVING GOD.
—Nashville Christian Advocate.
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services like that to impress upon any
young believer the worth of the Word.
The holiness movement need not sacrifice any phase of its spontaneity of worship that now characterizes it, even though
it incorporates enough of form and liturgy
for a new generation to know that we believe in the Apostles' Creed, that the
Peter Wiseman
Psalter provides inspiration and atmosNE of the most serious mistakes made nor provide a sacred regard for the truths phere and that an entire service can be
by the holiness movement has been which underlie Christian faith. The Word conducted with dignity and decorum while
perhaps the lack of serious concern to- of God is altogether too little observed in at the same time the Holy Ghost is honorward division in its ranks. In some cases our worship services. I have actually at- ed, needy hearts are pressed for a verdict,
there has been effort to justify such di- tended services within a relatively short and the altars are frequented with honest
visions and overlapping. If the Master time in which the only portion of the penitents and hungry believers. Preludes
did not mean organic union in His prayer Word read was a clause of a verse of and postludes are much more preferable
for the sanctification of His followers, as Scripture which the speaker of the hour than the din of the worshipers' chatter and
recorded in John 17, He surely did not employed for a text. In a characteristic the commotion caused by juvenile access
mean to sanction a lot of divisions that manner, the less studious approach to the to the pulpit as soon as there is benedicwe have in the holiness movement. He passage resulted in the topical sermon tion."
prayed for the sanctification of His dis- with no further reference to the Word
Have we not in the holiness movement
ciples that they may be one as the Persons whatsoever. It would take quite a series of failed to train a Bible-conscious
Biblein the God-head are one, that the world
searching people? "We have left it to the
may believe. About the only unity the
Calvinists," remarked a great preacher of
world can know is organic unity, and in
our day, "to rustle the leaves of their Biview of the awful need of the hour, nonbles in their conferences, while in our
essentials should not stand in the way of
camp meetings and conventions it has been
this unity. Is it not a fact that "true holia rarity to find anybody with an open
ness" unifies and carnality divides? It is
Bible before him while the preacher was
our sincere belief that if we had more
preaching." How sad, yet so true! Is it
true spiritual unity, we would have more
because we have failed to open the Word
organic unity in view of the challenge of
by our preaching? Have we failed to make
the hour.
our preaching Bible-centered, hence Godcentered?
Another mistake in the holiness moveIs it not a fact that there has developed
ment is its failure in the literary field,
in the holiness movement an
alarming
failure to keep abreast of the times. "Folshallowness concerning the obtainment of
lowing the' flowering of t h e National
the great and glorious experience of the
My Prayer
H o l i n e s s Association," said one of
gift of the Holy Ghost as promised to bethe greatest preachers in the holiness
lievers?
It would be impossible to read
movement, a h a l f century ago, "we
Annie Johnson Flint
carefully the Rev. John Wesley's sermon
have failed to be as creative in our literature and the articulation of our position
Not for peace and not for power, not on "Sin in Believers," and his sermon on
as we should have been." Another great for joy and not for light; not for truth "Repentance of Believers" and not realize
school man in the holiness movement said, and not for knowledge, not for courage in this very situation. A consecration view"Scholarlv presentation of our points of
the fight; not for strength to do Thy ser- point that does not involve the nature of
view is dreadfully lacking. The Calvinists vice—not for these my prayer shall be; indwelling sin in its various manifestaare writers, and the Arminians have been not for any gift or graces, but for Thee, tions, such as self-will, doubt and the like,
will naturally have serious results. There
content to read their productions and ob- Lord, just for Thee.
is the danger of a shallow presentation of
ject to them. There have been a few exMake me lonely for Thy presence, every
ceptions in the devotional field and in the earthly friend above; make me thirst for the subject of consecration that would
comparatively simple approach by which Thine indwelling, make me hungry for foster pride rather than lead to a death to
so^ie of the doctrinal treatises must be Thy love; till in full and free surrender I sin. It is true that faith is the condition
of sanctification as well as of justification,
cla=s ; ned." It might be a good thing if
shall yield my life to Thee: only then, in but it is equally true that in both cases
the holiness movement had something defi- full perfection canst Thou give Thyself
there must be a groundwork in order for
nite to present to its people on this very to me.
faith to function: the groundwork of godline.
All the beauty that I seek for, every ly sorrow for sin makes possible the action
The holiness movement has lacked seri- treasure J would own Thou art these in of justifying faith; in like manner the
ously in its emphasis on the high quality rich completeness, they are found in Thee groundwork of the knowledge of sin, and
of worship service. Dr. Meredith has alone: all Thy loveliness I long for, all a hatred for it. makes possible the action
made a statement on this subject with the best that I would be, I can never find of sanctifying faith. There is surely need
which we perfectly concur. "On the sub- them elsewhere than in Thee, Lord, just of a checking up on this point of theology
ject of worship, there is an appalling lack in Thee.
in the holiness movement in America.
Empty me of~ all mv glory, all my
of depth in our worship services. In fact,
We have failed perhaps to administer
there seems to be an attempt to wean our boasting, all my pride, let my righteous- to ourselves enough self-criticism.
Our
people away from the hymnody of the ness, my wisdom, on Thy cross be cruci- failure to advance as we should have as a
fied; fill m.e then with all Thy fullness, all movement, our failure to succeed in efchurch with its doctrinal content, and in
Thy will work Thou for me; in Thyself is forts, our failure to get together, our
its place there has come a deluge of light
ditties that neither provide the worshiper nothing lacking; make mie, Lord, complete
(Continued on page fifteen)
with a grasp of adequate spiritual living in Thee.

Mistakes Of The
Holiness Movement

O
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Songs In The Night
Bishop W. J. Myers
ce^ding, and eternal weight of glory."
(jioiy ueyoiiu measure, vjiuiy tnat exceeds
a n auuctioiis. u i uiese Uou IS tne autnor.
(,JOD
oo:s.V).
AIMY ot the Visitor readers, like my- Ail can sing wnen tneir cup is lull, wnen
sclt, have almost lived their allotted weaitn runs in and all are well.
.both the u i d and i\ew lestament record
time and soil others are passing through
many
nignt songs. The r'salmist gives
tests of various Kinds, l o all oi tne aDove,
testimony
along mat line. Hear him say,
this article is written in the hope that your
faith will not falter and remember that *'13iess the Lord, U my soul, and all that
God is still on His throne. The same yes- is witnin me bless His holy name."
Listen to the prophet riabakkuk. "When
terday and forever.
Physically speaking, night is upon us. the h g tree has no blossom, no fruit on
The spring of youth is gone, our bodies the vine, the labour of the olive tree fail,
have become weaker and our circle of Hock be cut oil Irom the fold and no herd
activity is growing smaller. Yet if our in the stall. Yet I will rejoice in the
lives have been pleasing to God, we can Lord."
Let us go back to Job and note the
have our sings in the night.
The text was a question asked by Elihu, great losses he suffered. He lost his wealth,
one of Job's comforters. In seeing the his children but hear him say, "Blessed
failure of three other friends of Job to be the name of the Lord." Ah, but listen,
comfort, he exclaimed, "None saith. Where that was not all. See him smitten with
boils from head to foot, scraping himself
is God my maker."
The world too has its night. The sun with broken pottery and his wife crying
shines, men go to their work, grow weary out, "Curse God and d i e ! " " I n all this
and go to rest. It also has its night,' songs did not Job sin with his lips."
Slipping over into the New Testament
in the night. Hear the pebbles murmur
along the sea shore. T h e moon and the we have some beautiful songs in the night.
In the sixteenth chapter of the Acts we
stars sing, their songs.
Like the world, man too has his night. have the account of Paul and Silas being
Paul declares in I I Corinthians 4:17. thrust into prison for preaching Christ.
"That our light afflictions, which are but They were cruelly lashed, fastened in the
for a moment, work for us a far more ex- stocks and rushed into the innermost
"But none saith, Where is God my
maner, WHO giveui songs in tne nigntr"

M

(5)
prison for safe keeping. After long weary
suffering hours, songs broke out and their
prayers ascended to heaven. Needless to
say heaven heard, answered and delivered
them. It ended up with the conversion of
the jailor and his family.
In the book of Mark 14:26 we read,
"And when they had sung an hymn, they
went out into the mount of Olives." This
song followed the eating of the Passover
Supper. No doubt Jesus sang with the rest
of the disciples. Note, H e was singing
with Gethsemane immediately before Him.
A night of meeting false accusers, of being
mocked scourged and spit upon and finally
nailed to the cross to suffer that ignominy
for ^you and me. "And they sang a song."
Finally coming to us, you and me—•
what are the songs that we can sing?
First, we can sing of being delivered out
of the dark night of sin. The yesterday
that is over. The happy seasons we have
had in service for the Master, the fellowship with Christian friends, thinking of
the family altar around which we gathered
our children and the souls we have won
for Christ by the help of God. Once more
the future for us is gloriously bright. Our
tasks will soon be finished, our tears will
soon be dried, and our anxieties will give
way for joy. How precious the song when
death and us have the last tug. Ah, let
the world have its unchaste songs, let the
dreamer have his gold. Soon we will enter
the harbor and go sweeping through the
gates that open into the eternal city with
all its glories. Yes, no more pain, no
more fevered brows, no sorrow, and no
death.—Massillon, Ohio.

|
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Ministerial Success
I sought to find the hidings of his
powers." said Dr. Daniel Steele as he sat
under the evangelical ministry of A. B.
Earle, the noted Baptist revivalist of olden
times, "and discovered that it was the fulness of the Holy Spirit enjoyed as an
abiding blessing. Then I began to pray
for the baptism of the Spirit to enable me
to carry on the revival which had broken
out in the village. God answered my prayer most graciously. I am at times so overwhelmed with the love of God that I cannot stand the pressure on the earthly vessel and have to beg God to stay His hand.
The joy is indescribable. I am a free man
in Christ Jesus; free indeed; free from
fear of man. I can approach any person
anywhere. I am free in my utterance. My
mouth is opened, my heart is enlarged towards sinners. I cannot help preaching."
—Selected.

Simple Speech
Ministers are advised to use simple language in preaching. The advice is sound
and should be accepted and practiced. But
be it remembered that this does not mean
to use forms of speech that are cheap and
trivial. Simplicity and shallowness are by
no means synonymous. In fact, simplicity
is more nearly synonymous with dignity.
Great thoughts may be simply expressed.
One makes a mistake when he assumes that
in order to make himself understood he
must descend to the language of the street.
The Bible sets a fine example in simplicity. Simplicity in language is a gift
which any minister might well covet. It is
not easy to acquire. It must be attained
by careful, painstaking study, but it is
worth any effort that may be required.
It is easier to fall into the way of highsounding verbosity. But sense and sound
do not always travel the same road. Give
us the simple thought, couched in simple
style, and it sufficeth us.
—Gospel Messeng"-
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Another Cross—
The Cross Of Old Age
Mary

Eshelman

HE was old, very old.
She was forlorn, forsaken and neglectS
ed. Her bony skeleton was wrapped only,
so it seemed, by her brown wrinkled skin
which fell in flabby folds, covering her
bones. We saw her long thin fingers with
uncut nails, as she clapped her bony
hands together for joy at our coming. No
longer able to work, she was thrust out
from the home. Her children and grandchildren treated her disgracefully. Once
a missionary gave her a blanket only to
see it a few days later being worn by her
son. It was too good to be worn by an
old, old woman.

burdens daily. Does God expect some of
The aged lips praised God feebly for His children, you, to carry a lighter cross?
our coming. She was awaiting for the Does God expect you, His own, to be freed
happiest day of her life when she would from the responsibility of even the knowlsee Jesus. In the meantime her cross was edge of their sorrows, the crosses of their
bleeding hearts?
heavy to bear.
"Where ignorance is bliss 'tis folly to
She was blind for as she lay suffering a
chicken picked her eyes and now they were be wise," does not apply in many cases.
festered and sore. She lay on a dirty mat Ignorance of American laws does not
on a dirtier floor in a still dirtier hut, absolve us from the law when we break
filled with cockroaches. We bathed her them. A lack of the knowledge of prebody, cleaned her hut; we took her only vailing conditions on the mission field
dress, given her by a missionary, wrap- does not make you any less responsible.
May we not be able to forget these
ping her in a blanket and boiled it, for in
the gathers of the skirt were hundreds of awful scars until we have done our part
lice and eggs. We carried water from the and the Africans have the knowledge of
river for her to drink. She had no water the Cross of Christ and His shed blood
and was unable to get any. We cooked which alone can wash away the scars enfood for her and fed her. Then we read tirely.
It is not easy to give you this dark
the Bible and had prayer.
vision of Africa and the human souls
Before we left she offered a prayer for
there. I do believe with all my heart that
God to bless us, for cleaning her outwardthe Lord's return is not far off and that
ly, feeding her body and soul. Now she
no amount of successful work and kind,
said she was ready to die. She didn't want
friendly living will count for anything. It
to die dirty.
is the soul winning that counts.
This is only one case. It is time we
Eternity alone will reveal what Africa
realized the sorrow of the old, old, Chris- owes to the Christians, the pioneers of the
tians—yes, your sister!
Cross who broadened the narrow trails
But the heaviest cross of all is carried made by tired, weary, bleeding feet of
in their heart. They have no comfort for Father Engle (and his p a r t y ) . Some of
their sorrow, no medicine for their wounds, whose bodies lie beside the spot where
no knowledge for their ignorance, and no they first planted the Christian seed and
light for their darkness.
claimed Matopo Hills for Jesus Christ.
The Cross of Sin!
Too long has Africa and her Africans
How can they run with patience the been of second consideration; too long
difficult race which is set before them, un- have we given them our left-over thought,
less we American brothers and sisters left-over minutes of prayer, our left-over
share and help carry their crosses, help dollars and the dregs of our interest.
lift their burdens and bear with them
When we, only a few y e a r s ago.
their load?
laid beneath the sod our brother, one
Do -these stories offend the delicate sys- whom we felt we could not give up from
tem? Do you say, " I do not even wish to our already depleated ranks, it broke our
visualize or hear of such tales?" Your hearts. But we prayed, "Yes. Thy will be
Christian brothers and sisters carry these done, but Lord send us the needed men."
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We expected another,
men to say, "Here am
I'll take Amos's place.
African crosses." Will

yes several young
I, Lord, send me,
I'll help bear the
you?

A man came to Abraham Lincoln one
day with a story of resentment and bitterness toward a certain gentleman. Lincoln
said quietly: "You have more of that feeling than I have. Perhaps, I have too little
in this matter of personal resentment; but
I never thought it paid."

Tljpse alone can freely stand who have
been freely saved; and without freedom
there can be no true obedience, and without obedience no beatitude.—Fairbairn.

D. L. Moody's "Pentecost"
A strangely changed Moody walked
down a New York street one night in
November. He had never been drunk with
wine in his life. But now he knew the
exultation which Satan's counterfeit imitated. Every time he stepped one fool
said "glory" and the other responded
"hallelujah." Suddenly he sobbed, " 0
God, why don't you compel me to walk
close to Thee always? Deliver me from
myself!" And suddenly the little red room
called his heart was filled as with a mighty
rushing wind * * * ,
He couldn't bear the rapture of it. He
had to be alone. He knew a friend near
by who had a room where he would find
refuge in this storm. There were hours
following of which it was unlawful to
speak, and he seldom did. But a triple
battery of reporters caught him in New
York four years later, as he spoke to several thousand ministers and laymen, and
it is my good fortune to have had their report put into my hands.
He felt constrained against his habits
to communicate a personal experience. The
fruits of his preaching had been small and
few. In distress he walked the streets of
the great city by night. " 0 God, anoint
me with Thy Spirit!" God heard him—•
and gave him, right on the street, what he
had begged for. Words could not express
the influence upon him. He had been trying to pump water out of a well that seemed dry—he pumped with all his life and
little water came. Then God had made his
soul like an artesian well which could
never fail of water. He knew now what a
lovely Someone meant when He said, "But
the water that I shall give him shall be in
him a well of water, springing up into
everlasting life"!—From Bush Aglow, Life
Story of D. L. Moody.
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From the preacher's notebook
"What Have They Seen In Thine House?"
\ A / E are thinking of the children who
VVj are growing up there.
Suppose there are "15,000 murders a
month" in this land where our homes are,
as statisticians say, what difference does
that make to us who are called to live godly
in Christ Jesus? Much. It means, as some
one has said, that of every five persons,
two are numbered as victims. It means
that the society surrounding "our house"
is growing no better much faster than we
may think. It has come so gradually. It
means that we need to look well to the
bulwarks of our households else the enemy
of righteousness send saboteurs within our
doors who will wreck our happiness here
and ruin the hope of a happy family reunion around God's throne hereafter. It
means that we need to take care lest we
unwittingly aid and abet this satanic
"fifth column" in its acts of sabotap
under our own "vine and fig tree."

of the inevitable love triangle which becomes a twosome via the equally inevitable
device of the poisoned highball glass, or
the story of a gang war in which corpses
are strewn about like popcorn at a circus."
Mothers Who Care Are Aroused
Here is one writing to Christian Parent
about the influence video is having in her
house. They never attended the movies
but now television has brought the movies
right into their home. Each evening there
is a cowboy movie for the children, with
plenty of killing. Then all the evening
there are movies, vaudeville acts, vulgar
dancing, and everything the devil can
furnish for amusement. In this connection
Christian Herald asks: "We are wondering just how long the government will let
the television boys get away with bar-

We do not usually go to the penitentiary
for information on godly living but if we
find such information in such a place we
can accept it and be alerted concerning
some things that have sent' some mother's
sons there. From an inmate of the Conneticut State Prison comes an observation
from one who ought to know. Listen: "A
barrage of how-to-do-it crime programs is
pouring into the homes of the susceptible
American public. Y o u r children (he '
didn't use this word but we don't like the
word he did use) are constantly being
shown that if they aren't as stupid as the
villains in the programs, they can easily
get away with crime." Some things are
learned best by experience but it isn't best
to so learn this lesson.
The Saturday Evening Review of Literature wouldn't be classified among Holiness
journals but by it, folks who are interested in holy living within their homes may
be advised. Let it speak: "The terror
comic strips were bad enough but they
are rapidly on their way to playing
squeaky second fiddle to television as a
prime mover in juvenile delinquency. TV
is hardly out of infancy as a major industry, but already it has become the
nation's number one time-trap for children
in those areas where video programs are
available. And what makes terror on TV
more effective than in comics is that it
often enjoys the sanction of the family
audience. When John and Mary sit down
before the magic glass screen to take in
an evening's entertainment, they often do
so in the presence of Mother or Dad, or
both. This unspoken benediction hovers
over the electronic eye as it tells the story

room programs they are putting on right
now. They are not just an insult to the
intelligent mind; they are even too smutty
for some barrooms.''
The Southern California Association for
Better Radio and Television Programs is
not interested primarily in "godliness,"
but from their protest to the Federal Communications Commission, and to individual
stations, about the prevalence of crime
programs on TV, those who are "called
unto godliness" may be informed, forewarned and forearmed. Here is a sample
of one week's video programs checked by
them: 91 murders, seven stage holdups,
three, kidnappings, ten thefts, two jail
breaks, four burglaries, two cases of arson,
one murder by explosion, two suicides, one
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case of blackmail. "Nice innocent pastime,
especially for little children and impressionistic youth," says Paul M. Frieburger
in. The Christian Parent, which is exactly
what he doesn't mean.
In discussing today's problems relative
to the misconduct of those who should be
brought up "in the nurture and admonition of the Lord," a minister with deep
concern says, "The real reason is that
whether mother was at home all the time
or only part of the time, she was not
interested in bringing her children to the
faith and love of Jesus Christ through the
reading of Bible stories and the saying of
daily prayers. We shall never solve the
problem of juvenile delinquency until we
have solved the problem of fathers and
mothers who are too lazy, too indifferent,
or too ungodly to make reading the Word
of God the foundation of a true Christian
home and home life."
A Deathbed
Testimony
"I was saved some time before from a
wicked life, but as I lay there and looked
back over my past life, I saw what a
failure my life had been—empty, empty,
empty. I began to wonder what was the
cause." Then his thoughts went back to
the things which he hadn't seen in "the
house" in which he lived as a youth. "No
family altar or prayer in my boyhood
home. No Bible . . . ! I have not long
time to live as I write this. I am in bed.
But oh, fathers and mothers, erect a family altar in your homes."
How Different
This:
Dr. Walter A. Maier, famed Lutheran
Hour preacher of yesterday, said of the
things seen in "the house" where he grew
u p : "My earliest memory of my father is
at prayer — the most influential human
factor in my life has been the devotion,
prayers, support and outstanding example
of my parents."
A father invested $10 a year in good
magazines and books for his children. Ten
years later he found their character strongr
er and their faith active. He did not have
the discipline problems of his neighbors.
The children were better men and women
for it. Did it cost, or did it pay to carefully safeguard and direct the mind pictures seen in his house?
In Proverbs we read of a "house that
inclineth unto death—a house that is the
way to hell." Surely no parent would
want his house to lend an influence like
that to the lives of those who grow up
therein, and whose souls will live somewhere eternally.
It was Abraham Lincoln who said that
"the family is the cornerstone of the social
order and the guarantee of public safety.
No government can take the place of the
parent and should never be permitted to
ursurp it."
It is the Prince of the Powers of the
(Continued on page thirteen)
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VISITOR

DIRECTORY

AS SLATED BY THE GENERAL CONFERENCE
Permanent Church Headquarters
Messiah Rescue and Benevolent Home
2001 Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa. Tel. 3-9S81
Attention of General Conference Secretary

Institutions
E. V. Publishing' House, Nappanee, Indiana,
Eld. Brwin W. Thomas, Manager.
Jabbok Bible School, Thomas, Oklahoma.
Ira M. Eyster, President.
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.
Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., President.
Messiah Home, 2001 Paxton Street, Harrisburg,
Pa., Eld. and Sr. Irvin O. Musser, Steward
and Matron. Telephone 2-7836.
Messiah Orphanage, R. R. 1, Mt. Joy, Pa. Sr.
Mazie Seese, Matron.
Mt. Carmel Orphanage, Coleta, Illinois, Supt.
Eld. Albert Cober; Matron, Elizabeth Schradley.
Ontario Bible School, Port Erie, North, Ont.
Bishop Edward Gilmore, President.
The Christian l i g h t Press
The merchandising department of Brethren
in Christ Publication Board, Inc.
Nappanee, Ind., Chambersburg, Pa.
Main office: Elizabethtown, Pa.
Clair H. Hoffman, Manager
Upland College, Upland, California.
Dr. H. G. Brubaker, President.

Treasurers of the Church Boards
Executive Board: Harvey W. Hoke. West Milton, Ohio; Canadian Treas., O. L. Heise,
Gormley, Ontario.
Foreign Mission Board: Carl J. Ulery, 1332
Maiden Lane, Springfield 28, Ohio; Canadian
Treas.: Wm. Charlton, Stevensville, Ontario.
Home Mission: Henry A. Cinder, Manheim,
Pa., R. R. 2, Canadian Treas., Edward Gilmore, Lowbanks, Ontario.
Beneficiary:- Jacob H. Bowers, Collegeville, Pa.
Board for Schools and Colleges: John M. Book,
247 Euclid Place, Upland, California.
Publication Board: Charles E. Clouse, Nappanee, Indiana.
Sunday School Board: C. W. Boyer, 2223 N.
Main St., Dayton 5, Ohio.
Free literature and Tract Department: Ray
Zercher, Nappanee, Indiana.
Young- People's Work: B. E. Thuma, R. R. 1
Marietta, Pa., George C. Sheffer, Stayner.
Ont, Canadian Treas.
Relief and Service Committee: John H. Hoffman, Maytown, Pa.
Industrial Relations Committee: C. W. Boyer,
Sec'y., 2223 N. Main St., Dayton 5, Ohio.
Women's Missionary Prayer Circle: Mrs. Cyrus
G. Lutz, Secretary, Lancaster, R. 6, Pa.

FOREIGN MISSIONARIES
India
Saharsa Mission: Saharsa, O. and T. Ry.. Bhagalpur District, India. Elder and Sr. Charles
Engle, Sr. Beulah Arnold, Sr. Leora Yoder,
Sr. Shirley Bitner, Sr. Erma Hare.
Madhipura Mission: Madhipura, O. and T. Ry.,
Bhagalpur District, India. Sr. Anna Steckley,
Elder and Sr. Arthur Pye.
Barjora Mission:: P. O. Tirbeniganj, via Murlinganj, A. Ry., North Bhagalpur District,
India. Elder and Sr. William Hoke, Sr.
Emma Rosenberger.
Monghyr Mission: Mission House, Monghyr,
E. I. Ry., Monghyr District, India. Elder
and Sr. George Paulus, Sr. EfBe Rohrer.
Banmankhi Mission: P. O. Banmankhi, A. Ry.,
Purnea District, India. Elder and Sr. Allen
Buekwalter.
Bro. and Sr. A. D. M. Dick, Mount Hermon
Estates, North Point Post Office, Darjeeling,
India.

Africa
General Superintendent: Bishop and Sr. H.
H. Brubaker, P. O. Box 711, Bulawayo, So.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
Matopo Mission: P. B. 191T, Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia, South Africa, Eld. and Sr. Elmer Eyer,
Eld. and Sr. L. B. Sider, Sr. Elizabeth Engle,
Sr. Dorothy M. Martin, Sr. Mary Brenaman,
Sr. Lula Asper, and Eld. and Sr. Alvin Book.
Mtshabezi Mission: P. B. 102M, Bulawayo, S.
Rhodesia, South Africa. Elder and Sr. D.
B. Hall, Elder and Sr. Roy H. Mann, Sr.
Beth L. Winger, Eld. and Sr. Bert Winger,
Sr. Mabel Frey, Sr. Rhoda Lenhert, Sr.
Fanny Longenecker.
Wanezi Mission: Filabusi, S. Rhodesia, South
Africa, Eld. and Sr. Arthur Climenhaga, Eld.
and Sr. Chester Wingert, Sr. Anna R. Engle,
Sr. Florence Hensel, and Sr. Anna Wolgemuth.
Macha Mission: Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa, Eld. and Sr. J. Elwood Hershey, Sr.
Verna Ginder, Sr. Ruth Hunt, Sr. Verda
Moyer, and Sr. Annie Winger.
Sikalongo Mission: Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa. Elder & Sr. David Climenhaga, Sr.
Rhoda Lenhert, Sr. Anna Graybill, and Sr.
Edna Lehman.
Missionaries on Furlough
Sr. Anna M. Eyster, 637 Third Avenue, Upland, California.
Sr. B. Ella Gayman, 2001 Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Eld. and Sr. Albert Brenaman, West Milton,
Ohio.
Sr. Naomi Lady, Grantham, Pa.
,Sr. Martha Kauffman, 411, 13th St. Abilene,
Kansas.
Sr. Mary C. Kreider 266 E. Main St., Cambelltown, Penna.
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Detroit (God's Love Mission) 1524 Third Ave.,
Detroit 26, Michigan; Residence—3936 Humboldt, Detroit 8: Telephone — Tyler 5-1470;
Harry Hock, Supt., Catherine Hock, Ethel
Heisey, Ruth Deihl.
Harrisburg' (Messiah lighthouse Mission) 1175
Bailey St. Harrisburg, Pa.; Telephone—Harrisburg 26488; Joel and Faithe Carlson.
Elizabeth Kanode, Grace Robb, and Beulah
Lyons.
Massillon (Christian Fellowship Mission) 118
South Ave., S. E. Massillion. Ohio; Telephone
—2-3804; Eli Hostetler, Pastor; Lloyd Hostetler. Assistant Pastor; Lydia Hostetler,
Doris Rohrer, Minnie Bicher.
Orlando Mission: Pastor Ernest and Kathryn
Boyer, 1712 Cook St., Orlando, Florida.
Philadelphia Mission: 3423 North Second St.,
Philadelphia 40, Pa.: Telephone—NE 4-6431;
William and Anna Rosenberry, Anita Brechbill, Erma Hoke.
San Francisco ( l i f e l i n e Gospel Mission) 224
Sixth St., San Francisco 3, Calif.; Residence
—311 Scott St., San Francisco 17, Calif.;
Telephone—UNderhill 1-4820; Edith Davidson,, Janna Goins, Edith Yoder.
Stowe Mission: 527 Glasglow St., Stowe, Pa.;
Telephone — Pottstown 1211J; Cletus and
Kathryn Naylor.
Welland Mission: 36 Elizabeth St., Welland,
Ontario, Canada; Telephone—3192; Earl Bosert, Pastor; Pauline Hess, Rhoda Lehman.

RADIO BROADCASTS
CHVC, Niagara Falls, Ontario
1600 Kcs.
"Call to Worship Hour"
Each Sunday 9:00-9:30 A.M.
CKPC, Brantford, Ontario
1380 Kcs.
"Brethren in Christ Hour"
Each Sunday 2:00-2:30 P. M.
WMPC, Lapeer, Michigan
1260 Kcs.
First Thursday of every month
12:15-1:15 P.M.
Every Tuesday—transcription
3:30-3:45 P.M.
KOCS, Ontario, Calif.
1510 Kcs.
"Morning Melodies"
Each Sunday 10:00-10:15 A.M.
YVCHA, Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
HOME MISSIONS
"The Gospel Tide Hour"
Each Sunday 7:30-8:00 A.M.
Rural Missions
WCHA, Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
AUisonia, Virginia (Parris Mines) Paul and
Ruth Wolgemuth. Ida Lue Hane.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Saturday 12:35-1:00 P.M.
Bloomneld, New Mexico (Brethren in Christ
Navajo Mission), c.o. Blanco Trading Post.
WNAR, Norristown, Pa.
1110 Kcs.
Isaac and Nina Schmucker, Rosa Eyster,
Words and Music"
Dorothy Charles, Samuel and Lucy Ens- ' "Gospel
Each Sunday 2:30-3:00 P.M.
minger.
WBBR. Lebanon, Pa.
1270 Kcs.
Delisle, Saskatchewan, Canada: Pearl Jones.
"Gospel AVords and Music"
Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Canoe Creek Mission),
Each Saturday 12:35-1:00 P.M.
Box 259A, R. D. 2, Telephone Hollidaysburg
WKJG, Fort Wayne, Indiana
1380 Kcs.
51319; Paul and Esther George.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Kentucky—Elam Dohner, Superintendent.
Each Sunday 8:00-8:30 A.M.
Pairview Station, Ella, Ky.: Elam and Helen
WAND, Canton, Ohio
900 Kcs.
Dohner, Esther Ebersole.
Garlin, Ky.: Eli and Ruth Christner, Eliza"Christian Fellowship Mission"
beth Hess, Nurse.
Each Sunday 12:30-1:00 P.M.
Knifiey, Ky.: Edgar Giles, Pastor, Katie
WPFB, Middletown, Ohio
910 Kcs.
Rosenberger, Nurse; Ruby Clapper.
"Gospel Lighthouse Hour"
Meath Park Station (North Star Mission) Saskatchewan, Canada; Earl D. and Ellen K.
Each Sunday 8:00-8:30 A.M.
Brechbill, Docia Calhoun.
WBUX, Quakertown, Pa.
1570 Kcs.
Tillsonburg- (Houghton Mission) Ontario, Can"Sunday Bible Hour"
ada; Telephone Glenmeyer 22-14; Myrtle
Each Sunday 12:30-1:00 P.M.
Steckley, Ruth Steckley, Anna Henry.
Frogmore: Alonza Vanatter, Pastor.
WLXW, Carlisle, Pa.
Evangelistic Slate 1380 Kcs.
Houghton Center: Basil Long.
"The Verse for the Day"
3:05-3:20 A.M.
Mt.Each
RockSunday
(Pennsylvania)
Feb. 11-25
City Missions
Elder P. W. Cassel, Evangelist
Albuquerque Mission: Residence—441 LaVega
Road, Albuquerque, New Mexico, Paul and
Canoe Creek, P a
Feb. 18-Mar. 5
Barbara Wingerd.
Eld. Walter O. Winger, Evangelist
Altoona Mission: 613 Fourth Avenue, AlSaxton, Pa
Feb. 4-18
toona, Pa. Residence — 412 Third Street,
Altoona, Pa. Graybill and Ethel Brubaker.
Eld. Donald Heer, Evangelist
Buffalo Mission: 25 Hawley St., Buffalo 13, N.
Stowe, Pa
Jan. 21-Feb. 4
T.; Telephone—GRant 7706;Harry and Kati«
Eld. Graybill Wolgemuth, Evangelist
Buekwalter, Anne Wyld, Viola Miller.
Chicago Mission: 6039 Halsted Street, Chicago
21, Illinois; Telephone—Wentworth 6-7122.
Carl J. Carlson, Pastor, Avas Carlson, Alice
Albright, Sara Brubaker, Frances Wolfe.
The barriers of life may be ranked
Dayton Mission: 601 Taylor St., Dayton, Ohio;
among its greatest benedictions.—F.
Telephone — HEmlock 3164; William and
B. Meyer.
Evelyn Engle, Mary Brandt.
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Victory!

Weddings
CAEBAENES-BOHEH — On Sunday afternoon, August 27, 1950, Mary Matura Bohen,
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Simon Bohen of
Palmyra, Pa., became the bride of Thomas
Hugh Carbarnes, son of Mrs. Myrl Carbarnes
of Carlisle, Pa. The ceremony was performed
in the Church of the Brethren of Palmyra, in
the presence of a large group of friends and
relatives. Bishop Titus Books was the officiating minister. May God's blessing attend them
through life.

Births
BOOK—Bro. and Sister Eldon Book of Manchester, Kansas are the parents of a daughter
Susann Ruth,, born December 3, 1950.
COBEB—A daughter, Pauline 'Fay, came to
bless the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wilbert
Cober (nee Annie Mae Sallans) Petersburg,
Ontario, on November 14.
HEISE—Lewis and Verna (Heise) Heise of
the Markham congregation, were made very
happy by the birth of their son, Dale Edward.
He arrived on November 25.
HEISE — On August 28, 1950, a daughter,
Lucille Marie, was born into the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Russell Heise of Gormley, Ontario.
A sister for the two boys.
HENDERSON — Dwight Walter came to
bless the home of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin
Henderson of Gormley, Ontario, on August 18,
1958.
KEEPER—Bro. and Sr. J. Mark Keefer,
Millersburg, Pa. are indeed happy to announce the arrival of twin sons, John Mark,
Jr., and Rahn Marvin; Dec. 5, 1950. Sr. Keefer
was formerly Sr. Ruth Gingrich, MifRintown,
Pa.
LEHMAN—Wayne Earl came to bless the
home of Mr. and Mrs. George Lehman on
December 3, a brother for Anthony, David,
and Nancy. They are from the Hummelstown
congregation.
SMITH -*- Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Smith of
Stauffville, Ontario, are happy to announce
the birth of a son, Glenn LeRoy, on March 18,
1950.
WATSON—Vivien Faye came to bless the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Watson, Shippensburg, Pa., on December 16. Sister Watson
is a member of the Green Spring congregation.
WENGER — A son, Ray Clayton, came to
bless the home of Brother and Sister Lester
Wenger, Chambersburg, Pa., on November 9.

Another earth-tie broken—another
heaven,
Another bond to that fair shore,
Our God in love has given.

tie to

Another heart-cord severed. Ah, yes, we
feel the pain
Of parting with those loved on earth,
But—we shall meet again!
Another voice is
silenced—What?
Shall I say silenced?
Nay!
E'en now that voice in praise is heard
On high. Through endless day.
To

shout
with saints, redeemed and
blessed,
To shout and sing and shout again,
Earth, sin and sorrow left behind,
O ransomed come, help raise the strain.
Is this the worst that death can do?
To bind us closer still to heaven,
To cause our hearts to leap with joy,
In victory our Lord has given?
Is this the worst tlutt death can do?
We shout in triumph—let it ring—
O grave, where is thy victory?
O death, where is thy fatal sting?
Another earth-tie broken — another tie to
heaven,
Another battle fought and icon.
Another life, crown given.
—Anita Brechbill, 1950.
Written the evening of Brother Alhert
Rrechbill's funeral.

WILES—Brother and Sister Reuben Wiles
of near Newville, Pa., are happy to announce
the birth of a son, Elwood Charles, Januar y 8.

Obituaries
B B E C H B I I I — Albert Harrison Brechbill,
son of the late John and Henrietta Davidson
Brechbill, was born April 11, 1889 at Garret,
Indiana and departed this life at 4:45 A. M.
at the Harrisburg Hospital on December 25,
1950, having suffered a coronary thrombosis
at his home in Grantham, Pennsylvania on
December 23, 1950. He was aged 61 years, 8
months and 14 days.
He was reared in a farm community near
Garrett, Indiana. At the age of 16 he was
converted and united with the Brethren in
Christ Church, and from that time on to his
death he continually strove to live a devout
Christian life, and there can be no doubt but
that his was the truly victorious life of a
Christian.
He was graduated from Goshen College,
Goshen, Indiana in the year 1913. In the year
1914 he married Cora B. Miller, to which
union were born three sons and
four
daughters, all of whom are still living. His
first wife preceded him in death on January
2, 1943 at the age of 48 years.
In June of 1944 he married Naomi T.
Brubaker of Grantham, Pennsylvania,
to
which union was born one son who died in
infancy.

(9)

V I S I T O R

The l a t e Albert H. Brechbill
"He was active throughout his life both in
the teaching profession and in the work of the
Brethren in Christ Church. He was intensely
interested in the spiritual welfare as well as
the intellectual development of young people.
His years of service included twenty-one and
one-half years teaching at Messiah College
and three years in the Senior High Schools
at Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania. He also
served two years in public schools prior to
his moving to Pennsylvania in 1924. He served many years and was still active as secretary of the Brethren in Christ congregation at
Grantham and as superintendent of the Sunday School there.

Survived to mourn their loss are his wife,
Naomi T. Brechbill, and the following children: Earl D. of North Star Mission, Saskatchewan, Canada, Robert K. of Marion,
Ohio, Sgt. Joseph A. of the United States
Airforce, Japan, Mrs. Ruth Joan Lehman of
Smithville Flats, New York, Miss Anita
Kathryn of the Philadelphia Mission, Philadelpiah, Pennsylvania, Miss Esther Pauline of
Upland, California, and Miss Frances Elizabeth at home.
Funeral services were conducted in the
auditorium at Messiah College, with interment
in the Grantham Memorial Park. Bish. C. N.
Hostetter, Jr., Elder Albert H. Engle and
Elder Charles F. Eshelman officiated at the
service.
FRETZ—Edwin James Fretz, born September 1, 1910, passed away October 3, aged 40
years, 1 month, and 2 days. He was the son
of Sister Alma Fretz and the late Brother
Solomon Fretz, who predeceased him on August
27, 1945.
He leaves to mourn his passing, his mother
a brother, Grant of Port Colborne, Ontario,
also 3 nephews and several uncles and aunts.
Funeral services were held in the Bertie
Brethren in Christ Church conducted by Elder
Roy Sider. Interment took place in the adjoining cemetery.
GINDER—Bro. David B. Ginder born Oct. 7,
1872, went to be with his Lord, Jan. 5, 1951.
Aged 78 years, 2 months, and 29 days.
Surviving are one foster daughter; Mrs.
Henry Nohrenhold; Manheim, Pa., one stepson,
J. Earl Martin, Mt. Joy, Pa., one stepdaughter,
Mrs. Jacob Stern, Orrstown, Pa.; two brothers,
Joseph Ginder, Harrisburg, Pa., Daniel Ginder,
Pleasantville, N. J.; and two sisters, Mrs.
Henry Frey, Harrisburg, Pa., Mrs. Irvin
Wenger, Manheim, Pa.
Bro. Ginder was a member of the Brethren
in Christ church and a faithful guest at the
Messiah Home where he will be greatly
missed.
The funeral was held a t the Mastersonville
church, Manheim, Pa. Ministers in charge
were Rev. Graybill Wolgemuth, Bishop J. T.
Ginder, Rev. Irvin Musser. Final resting place
is the adjoining cemetery.
REED—Milton R. Reed was born March 15,
1902, near Saxton, Pennsylvania, and passed
away December 19, 1950, at his home in Saxton, aged 48 years, 9 months, and 3 days.
He is survived by his wife, Sister Hannah
Reed and five children, Gerald, Priscilla, Donald, Sara Mae (Mrs. Dean Hollinger) and
Joel; his father and mother, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Reed; four brothers and six sisters.
Mr. Reed had been sick for several months
before his passing. On his sick-bed he sought
the Lord for the salvation of his soul as
well as the healing of his body. At several
times he requested groups to come in and
pray with him. During the last two weeks
of his life he spoke to all who came to see
him about the Lord. He was always ready
for prayer. Before he died he testified to
God's saving grace. He, also, expressed a
desire to become a member of the Brethren in
Christ Church if he should get well.
Funeral services were held December 22 at
the Raven Run Church of the Brethren where
he had been a member.
SOLLENBERGER — Rev. Amos H. Sollenberger of Chambersburg, Pa., departed this
life on December 25 at his home after an
illness of nine months.
Rev. Sollenberger was born August 31, 1888,
at Fayetteville, Pa., and was the son of the
late Isaac and Susan Grove Sollenberger.
Surviving are his wife, Sister Fannie
Wenger Sollenberger and four children: Paul
H., John E., Norman W., and Mrs. Wilmer E.
Haas and nine grandchildren. Also surviving
are five sisters and one brother; Mrs. Russell
Coble, Mrs. W. Bruce Shively, Mrs. Edward
Fegan, Miss Annie Sollenberger, Miss Avaline
Sollenberger and Charles Sollenberger.
At the age of 16 years he was converted at
the United Brethren Church in Fayetteville
and at 17 united with the Brethren in Christ
Church.
Brother Sollenberger was ordained to the
ministry January 22, 1916, at the New Guilford church by Bishop John D. Wingert and
Bishop Jacob Myers. He faithfully filled his
place as Pastor of the New Guilford church.
He was interested in the young people of his
congregation and worked very hard to see a
new church built.
(Continued on page twelve)
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With the Church

V I S I T O R

In The Homeland

HUMMELSTOWN SPONSORS UNIQUE SUNDAY SCHOOL
PROMOTION PROGRAM
Hummelstown, Pa.
Sunday School Rally and Contest
Flying saucers appeared oven Hummelstown and surrounding area Thurs. Sept. 28.
They were visible between 4 and 5 o'clock
in the afternoon. There were a thousand of
them, the majority of which were white,
but there was a pink one, a green one, and
a blue one. These colored ones were of
special interest to the lucky persons who
found them.
Our Sunday school entered a nation wide
contest to increase our attendance and used
this unique method to announce our Rally
Day, Oct. 1st. On the one side of the "flying
saucers" was the announcement of the
special program and contest, while on the
other side a gospel tract. The finders of the
colored plates will be awarded the following
prizes (1) A week next summer at Kenbrook Bible Camp (2) a week end at Grantham Youth Conference, (3) A Bible. Anyone who found these "saucers" contacted
the Supt. or our pastor by phone. Bro.
Jacob Martin, Elizabethtown piloted the
plane from which the "flying saucers"
were dropped. Many interested persons
were at the church grounds at 4 p. in. where
the plane landed and took off from the field
adjoining the church. Before taking off a
prayer was offered by Rev. Irvin Musser.
Rally day found 131 present in Sunday
school which was an increase of about 50
over previous Sunday. Enrollment in 1949
was 76 and after Rally oun enrollment was
113 with a steady attendance of over 100
nearly every Sunday throughout the
quarter. We are thankful for an increase
in interest and our attendance saying,—
"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."
Revival Meetings (Oct. 8-25)
Our evangelist was Elder Monroe Dourte,
Manheim, Pa. He clearly and forcibly presented the truths from the Word bringing
souls to an altar of prayer for confession of
sins or a deeper spiritual life. Sri. Pearl
Wolgemuth was with us in our Sunday
School hour on the last Sunday of our meetings when she presented a heart-searching
flannelgraph on Heaven. About 20 children
accepted Christ that morning. In the evening 9 children and young people bowed at
the altar of prayer. We know we cannot
judge results by that which we have seen
accomplished.
We do trust the Lord to water the seed
sown, and pray that God will bless each one
who has taken forward steps also reward
Bro. Dourte elsewhere in his work in the
ministry.
Thanksgiving love offering.
In Christian 'Fellowship hour on Nov. 19th
a surprise was given to our pastor and
family by way of gifts of fruit, vegetables,
meats, groceries, canned goods, etc. All
the gifts were placed in front of the altar
on a large decorated table which was laden
from end to end.
Carol Singing—
Oun young people with Bro. and Sr.
Musser brought happiness to many hearts

when they sang carols for the aged and
shut-ins on Dec. 22 from 9 to 11, o'clock.
Watch Night Services—New Year's Eve.
A combined service or tri-district Young
People's meeting from Shanks and Palmyra
worshipped with us from 9 to 12.30. A
large group attended from each congregation. All enjoyed a profitable time together.
Cor. Mrs. Harry Engle
Delisle, Saskatchewan
Greetings in the name of Christ our
Saviour, the One we honour on Christmas
and trust in for the new year.
Winter has found us encouraged in the
Lord, we would rejoice to see souls turning
to God, but we do know there are those
who feel their need. Help us to pray that
they may seek and find satisfaction and
joy in Salvation.
We have changed our service to the afternoon, but still met at the school house. Bro.
Linkletter has faithfully kept the fire going
for our comfort.
Orvill Climenhagas have gone to Ontario
for the winter. We do miss them in our
Sunday school but will look for them back
in the Spring.
Our attendance during the winter would
average around fifteen. There are a couple
of families with children, that we would like
to see attend. They attended our Vacation
Bible school.
We have enjoyed having Bro. and Sr.
John Garman with us. They have been
made a blessing and a great encouragement to the work. The congregation here
has given Bro. Garman the sum of $133.74
for the months of June to December.
Bro. Brechbill has been with us once in
December. We always enjoy his messages
and trust the Lord will reward him for his
interest in the work at Delisle.
We appreciate being home for Christmas,
and to attend the program at North Star.
It is encouraging to fellowship with others
of like faith. We pray God's blessing upon
the workers and work at Meath Park.
We ask you to pray for the wor in.Saskatchewan, that souls will be won for the
Lord, also that the work may grow to
honor His name.
Kindly remember those here who are
faithful with their support in a material
way as well as in attending the services.
Yours in Christ, Pearl Jones
Markham Disk, Heise Hill Chiirch, Canada
Our Love Feast on Oct. 14-15 with
Bishop L. Shoalts as visiting minister. Our
Revival meetings started the next week
Oct. 22 and ended Nov. 13, with Rev. C. H.
Moyer of Elizabethtown, Pa. as Evangelist.
He certainly made us familiar with the
Word of God, as he spoke each evening in
his unique way. As a result, about twenty, mostly young people, went to the altar:
some to seek Christ for the first time;
others seeking sanctification. The meetings
came to a climax with Bible Conference be-
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ing held Nov. 12-13. Special speakers were:
Rev. C. H. Moyer, Evangelist; Rev. Ray
Sider, Sherkstown; Sr. Rhoda Lehman of
Welland Mission, and Bishop E. J. Swalm
of Duntroon, Ont. Special singing was
-given by the Henderson Trio, Heise Ladies
Quartet, Heise Mixed Quartet, and the
Mennonite Male Quartet.
Sunday evening, Nov. 26th, we had with
us Rev. A. L. Sanderson of Toronto, who is
National Director of the Canadian Home
Bible League. Their main object is to get
Bibles into Bible-less homes all across
Canada. Rev. Sanderson is also on the radio
each Sunday Morning. May the Lord bless
this great work as volunteers go forth into
each home all over the land.
Rev. Elmer Steckley of Niagara Christian CoLege (Ontario Bible School), spoke
to us in the morning and evening services,
Sunday, Dec. 31. The highlight of the day
was his impressive and timely message on
the Second Coming of Christ, stirring our
hearts to greater devotion to God during
1951.
—Miriam B. Steckley.
Palmyra (Pa.) Congregation
August 13. Rev. Harvey Light from the
Fairland Church was present and preached
the morning sermon.
August 16. The Missionary Prayer Circle
held tneir meeting in the church with the
regular prayer meeting group. Prayer requests were given to those present, reports
were made and there was a short period for
testimonies.
August 20. The Young People's class had
charge of the Christian Workers' houn program. Nancy Kreider, Paul Hartz, and
Robert Keefer ably discussed the three
topics.
The last Sunday in August Elder Irvin
Musser from the Messiah Home challenged
us with the Harvest Praise message using
for his theme, "Thankfulness at All Times."
The offering taken that morning was given
to the home.
September 5. District Council was held
in the church.
During the months of September and
October we were favored with quite a few
special topics and several reports. Brother
Edward Hackman and Paul Hartz gave a
report of their tent services held several
miles west of Dillsburg.
Sister Esther Ebersole was home for a
period of rest and visit with her family
and spoke during a prayer meeting service. Also, she and Mary Heisey sang several selections for the Sunday School.
Brother John Engle who had spent several
months in Europe during the summer told
the Sunday school and prayer meeting
group about some of his experiences during
his travels through the different countries.
He also gave a report on the work the
MCC are accomplishing.
Bishop Titus Books was with us Sunday
morning, September 10, and preached from
First Corinthians the third chapter and
stressed especially the latter part of the
chapter, "For all things are yours—and ye
are Christ's and Christ is God's."
Brother John Engle gave a very interesting report to the Sunday school of the
State Sunday School Meeting.
The church group were privileged to see
the missionary pictures of Brother and Sister Charles Eshelman at the home of Dr.
and Sister Harold Engle. The pictures gave
us a clear vision of Africa — its people,
(Continued in next column)

February 5, 1951

E V A N G E L I C A L

V I S I T O R

On The Foreign Field
THE EYER FAMILY GIVE FAREWELL TO MATOPO MISSION
Sadly;, and yet sweetly submissive to the
all-wise hand of their Heavenly Father!, the
Eyer family gave farewell to those whom
they had learned to love and appreciate
here at Matopo Mission, during the regular church service on Sunday, January 7.
Lorraine first spoke of her appreciation
fori her home at Matopo and then stated
that she would continue to pray for the
church here that each member may follow
the Lord closely.
Rosemary stated that she likes Matopo
and that she does not want to leave. She
gave the people goodbye in their own language.
Sister Eyer, in calm resignation, told of
her love for the work and then stated that
God's ways are above our ways and His
thoughts are above our thoughts. He
knows what we do not know and sees what
we do not see and He never makes a mistake. She challenged the people to keep
themselves in the love of God and they will
be safe.
Brother Eyer said that since the Gospel
has been preached here at Matopo for more
than fifty years, he was not going to preach
a long sermon. He admonished the people
to grow in grace and in the knowledge of
Christ. He told them that there are many
false teachers trying to deceive the people
in the Matopo Hills and it is necessary for
them to live close to the Lord in order not
to be deceived. He told them that in order
to grow, it is necessary for them to read

their Bibles daily, to pray and obey the
Lord.
Mfundisi Dhlodhlo gave words of appreciation for the work of the Eyers and assured them that the prayers of the African
Church would follow them.
Bishop Brubaker also gave words of comfort and encouragement. He spoke of the
men of the Bible who had passed through
times of deep trial. He especially mention^
ed the one who said, ,'But He knoweth the
way that 1 take, and when He hath tried
me I shall come forth as gold."
The Congregation sang: "Otandweni Lu
Ka Jesu"—Which, sung in English would
be: "All the way my Saviour leads me;
What have I to ask beside ?
Can I doubt His tender mercies,
Who through life has been my guide?"
A boys quartette also sang: "God be With
You Till We Meet Again," in Sindebele.
We wish the Eyers God's richest blessing
as they leave us. As one who has worked
with the Eyers, I must say that they have
been very congenial co-workers, deeply
loved by both missionary and African. We
do not understand the leadings of Our
Our Heavenly Father but we bow in submission to His will knowing the He never
makes a mistake.
Brother Eyer has worked very hard here
at Matopo and seems to have accomplished
more in three years than some of the rest
of us have been able to get done in a much
longer time.
—Lula G. Asper.

•«••****••••«••••*••••*••••*•••••••••••••••«••••••••*•••«•••••
Robert Smith who had spent some time
missionaries, churches, schools, and churches. There were no services at the church in Okinawa spoke Sunday morning on the
in the evening of September 3, because of subject, "Going to Work." Sunday afterthe Youth Conference being held at Hum- noon the theme was "Going in Love." SisterMary Kreider and Bishop C. N. Hostetter
melstown.
brought the messages. Sunday evening
October 29. The church welcomed Sister closed the services with "Going Through."
Mary Kreider home with a special evening Sister Mary Kuhns presented a message to
service. Elder Charles Eshelman preached the children in the basement. Bishop Titus
the evening sermon. There was a special Books and Brothen Jacob G. Kuhns dispoem of greeting by Delores Henry. Sister cussed the topics. There was special singKreider brought words of greeting and the ing during the services and the church was
filled during the different sessions.
Bishop of the district, Rev. Titus Books,
Revival services started the Monday night
also gave a short message.
following the missionary service and conNovember 22. Thanksgiving eve Elder tinued for two weeks and a half. Rev. Cecil
and Sister Cyrus Landis from the Llewellyn Plank from Kansas was the evangelist and
Mission with some of their friends and gave messages from soul searching texts
members of the church gave an evening found in both Old and New Testament.
program. Brother Landis preached the mes- Several souls knelt at the altar during the
sage after introducing the members of the
group who each gave a testimony. There revival. Prayer services had been held a
were also quite a few special songs from few Monday nights previous to the meetdifferent ones of the group, a Thanksgiving ings and a half-hour before each service
reading and several recitations. A food and during the week except Saturday and Sunoffering donation was given to Brother and dav nights.
The children gave a Christmas program
Sister Landis.
on Sundav morning, December 24. Sister
Friday and Saturday evening and all day Mary Kreider also spoke on, "Christmas in
Sunday, November 24, 25, and 26, there was Other Lands." In the evening the Christian
a Missionary Conference. Friday evening Workers' group rendered a Christmas prothe prayer circle groups presented the pro- gram.
gram on- the theme "Going to Prayer."
Officers and teachers of the Sunday
Saturday evening the theme "Going Where School have been installed at a short servthe Need Is." Topics were discussed by ice in charo-e of Elder Harvey Ebersole for
Wilmer Heisey and his wife and Rev. Henry the yean 1951.
Garber.
—Mrs. H. S. Lehman.
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New Guilford District
A two week revival began at the Five
Forks Church on Dec. 31. We enjoyed nice,
cold, winter weather and had appreciated
good attendance. Bro. Donald Heer of
Nappanee, Ind. was our evangelist. Bro.
Heer came filled with the Spirit and was
used of the Lord in bringing heart-searching messages. Three young people were
saved and a nice group bowed at the altar
and renewed their covenants, and took new
steps in grace. We are indeed happy for
those with new-found joys, but regret that
others still refused offered mercy.
The children were especially glad for the
illustrated talks Bro. Heer gave them every
Tuesday and Friday nights. As; a final
climax to the altar service the last night,
six knelt at the altar and were annointed
for the healing of their bodies.
We gray God will continue to bless Bro.
Heer as he serves the Lord as a full-time
evangelist.
On Sunday, Jan. 28 Bro. and Sr. Glenn
Hock will be ordained to fill the office of a
deacon to serve at Five Forks.
—Mrs. John Knepper
Green Spring, Pa.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
We have been the recipients of many spiritual blessings during the past seven months.
On Saturday evening, November 18,
Mowersville and South Mountain Chapel
Congregations joined with us in the Green
Spring Church to observe our Fall Communion Service. A large group participated
in these sacred ordinances.
We were happy to have our Bishop and
wife, Bro. and Sr. Charlie Byers, with us
for this holy commemoration.
Sunday evening, November 19, began our
two-week's revival with Elder William
Rosenberry, pastor of the Philadelphia Mission as our evangelist.
His messages were inspiring and heartsearching as he fearlessly declared the
Word of God, which the spirit placed upon
his heart.
We could sense the presence of the Holy
Spirit in the services, and know by testimony that He spoke to many hearts.
A large number of souls sought the Lord
at the altar for a deeper work of grace—
some for salvation who had gone back into
sin, and some sought Christ for the first
time. We praise God for the victories that
were won through Jesus during these
meetings.
However, there were others
under conviction who did not yield. Will
you pray with us that they may obey the
Spirit's call and seek the Lord while He
may be found.
Bro. Rosenberry gave several instructive
pre-sermon talks to the children, which
were enjoyed by the adults as well.
The attendance and interest manifested
by folks from the otheri congregations, who
worshipped with us, were greatly appreciated.
December 9 and 10. The three congregations in the district Mowersville, South
Mountain Chapel, and Green Springs held
their Annual District Youth Conference in
the Green Spring church. The theme was
"The Word is the Answer" Our guest
sneaker for each session was Elder Charles
Rife.
Our newest phase of the conference was
the Saturday evening service, which was
restricted to youth and married couples—
not married over fifteen years.
The folk who attended were challenged
to go to the right source (The Word) to
get the correct solution to their problems,
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as they listened to the following inspirational program:
Devotions
Paul Musser
Consulting the Word
Group I—"In Work and Play"
Elder David Wengen Jr.
Group II—"In Social Contacts"
Elder Charles Rife
Group III—"In Social Entertainment"
Elder E. C. Flewelling
Special Song
Mowersville Quartet
Evangelistic Sermon
Elder Charles Rife
The three Sunday services proved to be
a real spiritual feast, which were well attended and enjoyed by the congregations.
Elder Rife's messages made us to see
anew our many privileges in Christ, and
the necessity for constant contact with God
in order to be ready for the Lord's near
return.
Sunday—December 24th was a very full
day of Christmas blessings. After the
Christmas lesson was taught to the various
classes in the Sunday School, the primary
department rendered a short, but interesting Christmas program, after which an
impressive children's dedication service was
held. Bro. Flewelling, our pastor, gave a
very instructive message to the parents—
using Hannah as an ideal Bible Character
for an example of a Godly mother.
The following children were dedicated to
the Lord: Robert Eugene Stayman, son of
Bro. and Sr. Wilbur Stayman; Nancy Grace
Singer, daughter of Bro. and Sr. Clarence
Singer; Galen Eugene Piper, son of Sr.
George Piper.
We trust that each of these precious little
ones will prove a great blessing in the
Lord's vineyard, if He tarries.
The Young People's Society presented a
very worthwhile program of Christmas
numbers in the evening, after which Bro.
Flewelling preached a challenging evangelistic message. At the close of the service
we had a special prayer around the altar
fori world peace.
Sunday, December 31—At the close of
the Sunday School period, our first installation service was conducted by Bro.
Flewelling, at which time the newly elected
1951 official staff and teachers of the Sunday School, also the Young People's Society
pledged themselves to solemnly fulfill their
sacred obligations to their respective offices
in these organizations.
I'm confident this service will result in
each one feeling a deeper responsibility of
their duties to God and these various departments of the church than heretofore
in their filling the place they have been
selected to work.
We certainly wish to thank the Lord for
how He has so miraculously been in our
midst so many times during the past year
in the various phases of our church activities. We are anticipating another year of
service for Him, if He delays His coming.
—Correspondent.
Time spent on our knees is an investment that assures spiritual dividends.
—William

Porkess.

If my bad habits aren't forsaken they
aren't confessed and if they aren't confessed, they can't be forgiven.—Selected.
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Peace, Relief and Service
Dear fellow members of the Brethren in
Christ Church:
Greetings:
We are sending this message to each of
our beloved brethren and sisters who. with
us, are daily being made more deeply conscious of the threat of another world war
with all its perils and inconceivable consequences. We are responding to the
urgent appeal of many of our people seeking guidance.
The terrors of modern warfare, with the
possibility of attack from the air by devastating bombs, have created a grave sense
of danger and insecurity here in America
almost to the point of producing panic in
the thickly populated centers.
This has brought about a far-reaching
effort to organize and develop an adequate Civilian Defense Program.
We
anticipate that this will create many complications and pose very difficult problems
for all Christians who sincerely desire to
be true to the Scriptural principles of
peace and yet are eager to be most helpful
in these desperate emergencies.
We urge all our people to be sacrificing
and useful in any hour of national disaster. We expect them to be brave and
heroic, taking any personal risk to alleviate distress. Our doctors, nurses, and
others in the professions, with many capable lay-peoples, will be offered leadership opportunities, in which we expect
them to show themselves strong. We
should be very cautious, however, that any
organization we join is not directly connected with or dominated by the Military,
as is the Red Cross in time of war. We
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must avoid membership in any department
of the armed services or any group that
requires the wearing of an army uniform.
It would certainly be consistent to refrain
from being an airplane-spotter or any
such work that may aid in destroying human life. At the same time, we must be
prepared to give our best to fire-fighting
squads, hospital work, ambulance service,
and such helpful enterprises (under civilian direction), no matter how dangerous
they prove to be.
It would be impossible to outline the
"do's" and "don'ts" in detail. But on
every occasion where you are asked to
serve, we suggest that you decide the matter not on the basis of popular opinion or
-social pressure, but as a consistent Christian keep your witness clear against war
and uphold Biblical standards.
As necessity arises, the Peace. Relief,
and Service Committee will endeavor to
give guidance through literature and other
channels. Be assured that we will ever be
alert, even to the point of organizing (if
permitted) relief and medical groups
under civilian auspices if and when it is
advisable.
May we be sensitive to the will of God
in such trying hours.
Very sincerely yours,
E. J. Swalm, Chairman,
Peace, Relief, and Service Committee

..*..*••:••>*>•:*•:•

Whereas, God in his infinite wisdom
has seen fit to remove from our midst,
our friend and sister Nancy Musser a
loyal supporter of the Messiah Orphanage and friend of the work and orphan
children; and
Whereas, Sister Nancy Musser, who
served as a member of the Auxiliary
Board of the Messiah Orphanage and
supported its work in every way, and
whose help will be greatly missed by
all those who continue to serve, so that
all of us feel very keenly our loss in
the death of Sister Nancy Musser;
Be it therefore Resolved that we the
Joint Board of the Messiah Orphanage
with the Auxiliary very humbly submit
to the will of God in His removal of a
faithful member from our Board; and
just as humbly commit the work of the
Orphanage unto the Lord from whom
must come our help in the future as in
the past.
Be it further resolved that we hereby
extend to the bereaved family and
friends our sincere sympathy in this our
Mutual loss; and that a copy of these
resolutions be mailed to the family P
also be published in the Evangelical
Visitor and be made a part of the minutes of the meeting of the Joint Board
of the Messiah Orphanage at this reg
lar meeting held December 13, 1950.
Board of Trustees and Directors
of Messiah Orphanage
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Obituaries
(Continued from page nine)
Brother and Sister Sollenberger celebrated
their forty-first wedding anniversary December 14. Brother Sollenberger was a good husband, father and grandfather. His grandchildren will miss a grandfather who dearly
loved them and spent many hours playing
with them.
Funeral services were held at the New
Guilford Brethren in Christ Church with a
large crowd of friends and relatives.
Rev. John A. Byers and Rev. Ebbert Stayman conducted the funeral services, assisted
by Bishop Laban Wingert, Rev. Charles Rife
and Rev. Glenn Niswander. The Text was
taken from I Kings 2:2—"I go the way of all
the earth; be thou strong therefore, and shew
thyself a man." Interment took place in the
adjoining cemetery.
Abraham Lincoln was once asked to
sign a lottery paper, and he would be
given $10,000 just for his name; but he
replied that he could not do it, as sometime he would be up speaking and suddenly out of his inner self he would say,
"Lincoln, you are a liar."
Dr. R. T. Williams told a church board
of many good qualities of a certain man
that they could get as pastor; and when
he had told of his college degrees, his fine
personality, good family, his ability to
mix and mingle with the people of the
city, an old gentleman, somewhat dry and
dull, rose and said, "Doctor, can he
preach?"
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How Some Would Dispose
Of The Virgin Birth
"The carnal mind
God" (Rom. 8 : 7 ) .

is enmity

against

of the top leaders of the ConA number
gregational denomination had been

fulfilled! (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:22-23; Luke
1:26-35).
But the rejection of the virgin birth
never goes by itself. With this gone no
adequate view of the person and work of
our Lord is possible. As Professor James
Orr once said: "The whole is of one piece.
The virgin birth is as natural at the beginning of the life of such an One—the
divine Son—as the resurrection is at the
end,"
What an answer to the Christian scholarship of the ages! Bang! What an affront to the vital Christian experience of
millions r e d e e m e d and transformed
through belief in the Lamb of God! Bang!

summoned for a round-table conference in
California. Seated at the banquet table
were several men of science and education
whose names are of world renown. A
friend of ours who had made himself exceedingly unpopular in such circles by his
contending for the foundation truths on
which this denomination was originally
founded, for some reason received a special invitation (with the understanding
that he should wear "tails") and decided
to attend and see what gems of wisdom he
As we heard of this affair we thought of
might garner from these learned church- our Lord's own words concerning the
men.
equally brazen highbrows of His day, as
When the dishes were pushed to one He lifted His face to the Father in prayer:
side, a question period was opened and a "I thank thee that thou hast hid these
great scientist popped up with the first things from the wise and prudent and requestion directed to a noted educator: vealed them unto babes: even so Father,
"What is your opinion of the teaching of for so it seemed good in Thy sight!"
the virgin birth of Jesus?" Our.friend (Luke 10:21).—Prophecy Monthly.
knew that the fireworks would presently
start.
"What do I think of the virgin b i r t h ? "
"In The House?"
repeated the professor. And slowly raising his arm he brought his fist down on
(Continued from page seven)
the table with such force as to send dishes
clattering in every direction. Many sat up Air—the god of this world—who is atwith a start, thinking there had been an tempting to usurp governing rights in our
accident.
homes today. Will we, professed follow"Does that answer your question?"—• ers of Christ, by our own carelessness
asked the professor. Whereupon there were make it easy for him to do this? It is
•roars of laughter and applause. Those doubtful if the American home has ever
who did not join in were a pitiful few been so challenged as it is being challooked upon as hopeless fanatics. Our lenged at this present hour. Modern infriend rebuked a well known pastor near ventive genius has made it so simple for
him who had evidently approved the out- disastrous forces to enter within the four
burst—and then retired from the meeting. walls of "our house." Much prayer and
The professor could not be quoted. intelligent thinking, Holy Spirit directed,
There was nothing to answer. Only those is requisite to keeping Christian homes
present could interpret his act. but there Christian.
was no doubt as to his meaning. Most of
Do We Need A Prophet, From God?
those present held the teaching of the
What greater tragedy can we think of
virgin birth of our Lord in utter contempt than that it be necessary for God to send
and looked in pity on any who did believe a prophet to our door as God did send
it.
Isaiah to Hezekiah, with the information
Just Bang—and the mother of Jesus is that because of our thoughtless effort to
a harlot, her Son an illegitimate! (Matt. make a good impression in a worldly way,
1:19-20). Bang — and Jesus could not "Behold, the days come that all that is in
atone for or forgive the sins of a single thine house—shall be carried to Babylon:
soul! (Matt. 1:21) Bang—and He was nothing shall be left—and thy sons that
not what He claimed to be (John 5:23- shall issue from thee, which thou shalt
27) -Bans—and He, like the rest of us, beget, shall be taken away . . ." And, for
had a sinful nature and Himself needed to us, largely because of the things which
be saved! (Heb. 4:15) Bang—and the they have seen and heard "in thine house."
prophecies showing how the world's ReSomeone has said, "If the public school
deemer was to be recognized were never must be secular the home must not!" This

t __„
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is a secularizing age, selfish, neglectful,
forgetful of God, and godliness isn't growing in its garden. WTe do violence to soul
health to feed our sons and daughters on
its greens. No, with these forces constantly bombarding our children when they are
without, we dare not add to the hazards
of Christian development by exposing
them to these same baneful influences
within our house. To secularize, we modernize our thinking: to Christianize, we
must Scripturize our thought and conduct.
Studious,

But What Kind of

Study?

Solomon, who exemplified many things
in life, and home and family as they most
certainly ought not to be, did qualify as
the "voice of experience," and has many
wise instructions. Evidently he did some
things hastily and then repented at leisure.
In Proverbs 24 he suggests that "house
building" requires long range planning
and most careful consideration. Says he:
"Prepare thy work without, and make it
fit for thyself in the field; and afterward
build thine house . . . Be not thou envious
of evil men, neither desire to be with
them. For their heart studieth destruction,
and their lips talk of mischief. Through
wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is established: and by
knowledge shall its chambers be filled
with all precious and pleasant riches."
"Desire to be with them" who "study destruction" and "talk mischief" — is that
what is really in the heart of such as
admit "them" into their homes via ether
waves? Christian homes are not an accident, their building must be given precedent in life's program. To be "approved
unto God," requires study.
Balak must have had a "house full of
gold and silver to give away.'' He was a
man of prominence, prestige and power
but his thinking wasn't right and his influence wasn't good for the people of God;
Baalam balked at his advice when, by him.
he was asked to curse the "families of Israel." He said that even though he would
give him all of it, "I cannot go beyond
the commandment of the Lord, to do either
good or bad of mine own mind, but what
the Lord saith that will I speak." And
that isn't foolishness. It is intelligent
stubbornness sanctified. Such neck stiffening and back strengthening is needed in
Christian homes today—yea is imperative
—if the pressure of the Prince of this
World is to be stayed—and we as parents
pronounce not "an unspoken benediction"
upon the soul-scarring
nefariousness.
which he would have seen and heard
"within our house."—Upland, California.

Perhaps the reason God made man last
was because He didn't want him meddling
while the work was going on.
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A Declaration Of Christian
Faith And Commitment
The Message of the Mennonite
Study
Conference
on Nonresistance
(Winona
Lake, Indiana, November 9-12, 1950).
1

A

T this mid-point of the 20th century, at
a critical time in a generation marked
by widespread and disastrous wars and
shadowed by the threat of still more
ruinous warfare, this conference of delegated representatives from the Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ churches of the
United States and Canada unites in a renewed declaration of faith in Jesus Christ,
the Prince of Peace, in His Gospel, and in
His power to redeem and transform in life
and in human society all those who receive
Him as Saviour and Lord and are thus
born anew by the Spirit of God. It also
unites in a deeper commitment to follow
Christ in full discipleship in the way of
peace and love, the way of nonresistance
and peacemaking. In this conference we
have seen anew the high calling of the
sons of God, having been confronted with
the absolute claims which Christ makes
upon us. We acknowledge these claims in
full, and have sought to trace the meaning of His Lordship and the consequences
of our commitment in earnest and informed conversation together and in urgent
prayer to God for grace and light, seeking
to know His will for us in this day.
In our common consideration we have
come to certain united convictions expressed in the following declarations which we
now humbly send as our message to all
our churches both in America and throughout the world as well as to all others who
own Christ as Lord. To our brethren we
say, this is the day for us to take a clear
and unwavering stand on the great essentials of the Gospel and Christian discipleship. It is a day in which to demonstrate and proclaim courageously and
unflinchingly this redemptive Gospel and
this life of love and service in its fullness
and its glory. Let us do so in united purpose with one heart and voice, trusting in
the power of our God and the companionship of our Lord who has promised to be
with us alway.

//
1. It is our faith that one is our Master even Christ, to whom alone supreme
lovaltv and obedience is due, who is our
onlv Saviour and Lord.
2. It is our faith that by the renewing
grace of God which makes us new crea-

tures in Christ, and alone thereby, we can
through the power of the indwelling Spirit
live the life of holy obedience and discipleship to which all the sons of God are
called, for His grace does forgive and heal
the penitent sinner and brings us to a new
life of fellowship with Him and with one
another.

3. It is our faith that redeeming love
is at the heart of the Gospel, coming from
God and into us to constrain us to love
Him and our neighbor, and that such love
must henceforth be at the center of every
thought and act.
4. It is our faith that Christ has established in His church a universal community and brotherhood within which the
fullness of Christ's reign must be practiced, into which the redeemed must be
brought, and from which must go out into
all human society the saving and healing
ministry of the Gospel.
5. It is our faith that the life of love
and peace is God's plan for the individual
and the race, and that therefore discipleship means the abandonment of hatred,
strife and violence in all human relations,
both individual and social.
///
These declarations of faith give no blueprint for peace nor do they assume that
human endeavor alone can bring about a
warless world within history, for only
when men come under the Lordship of
Christ can they make peace and fulfill the
prayer of our Lord, "Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as in heaven."
They do, however, require certain atti-
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tudes, duties and ministries of us, to which
we do here, by God's grace, declare our
adherence and our determination to undertake in His name.
1. Our love and ministry must go out
to all men regardless of race or condition,
within or without the brotherhood, whether
friend or foe, and must seek to bring the
Gospel and all its benefits to every one.
Race or class prejudice must never be
found among us.
2. We do recognize fully that God has
set the state in its place of power and
ministry. But, recognizing the relative and
conditional validity of any particular form
of government and of concrete legislative,
executive, and judicial acts, we hold that
we must judge all things in the light of
God's Word and see that our responses to
the relativities of the state and its workings are always conformed to the absolutes
of Christian discipleship and love. We
acknowledge our obligation to witness to
the powers that be of the righteousness
which God requires of all men, even in
government, and beyond this to continue
in earnest intercession to God on their
behalf.
3. We do have the responsibility to
bring to the total social order of which
we are a part, and from which we receive
so much, the utmost of which we are capable in Christian love and service. Seeking for all men first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness, we must hold together in one united ministry the evangelism which brings men to Christ and
the creative application of the Gospel to
cultural, social and material needs; for
we find that the true and ultimate goal of
evangelist is the Christianization of the
whole of life and the creation of the fully
Christian community within the fellowship*
of faith. For this reason the social order,
including our own segment of it, must be
constantly brought under the judgment of
Christ.
4. We cannot be satisfied to retain for
ourselves and our communities alone, in
any kind of self-centered and isolated enjoyment, the great spiritual and material
goods which God has bestowed upon us,
but are bound in loving outreach to all to
bear witness and to serve, summoning men
everywhere to the life of full discipleship
and to the pursuit of peace and love without limit. Separately and together we must
use every feasible way and facility for
this ministry: the spoken and written
word: the demonstration of holiness and
love in family, church, and community;
relief work and social service; and all
other wavs. We must enlist many more
of our people in such witness and service,
both as a major purpose of their life and
for specific projects and terms. Especially
now must Christian love and redemptive
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action find expression in our ministry of
service, when men are turning more and
more to the use of force and war in futile
attempts to solve the urgent problems of
our world. In this service our youth can
play a great part. They should give themselves to it in large numbers, both for
shorter terms and in lifetime dedication.
5. Parallel with this we must practice
an increasingly sharper Christian control
of our economic, social, and cultural practices among ourselves and toward others,
to make certain that love truly operates to
work no ill to our neighbor, either shortrange or long-range. Knowing how much
the selfishness, pride and greed of individuals groups, and nations, which economic
systems often encourage, help to cause
carnal strife and warfare, we must see to
it that we do not contribute thereto,
whether for the goals of direct military
operations or to anything which destroys
property or causes hurt or loss of human
life.
6. While rejecting any social system or
ideology such as atheistic communism,
which opposes the Gospel and would destroy the true Christian faith and way of
life, we cannot take any attitude or commit any act contrary to Christian love
against those who hold or promote such
views or practices, but must seek to overcome their evil and win them through the
Gospel.
7. We cannot compromise with war in
any form. In case of renewed compulsion
by the state in any form of conscription
of service or labor, money or goods, including industrial plants, we must find
ways to serve our countries and the needs
of men elsewhere, in ways which will give
significant and necessary' benefits, which
will keep our Christian testimony uncompromised, particularly with respect to war,
and which will make possible a faithful
representation of Christ and His love. We
cannot therefore participate in military
service in any form. We cannot have any
part in financing war operations or preparations through war bonds. We cannot
knowingly participate in the manufacture
of munitions, weapons, and instruments of
war or destruction. We cannot take part
in scientific, educational, or cultural programs designed to contribute to war, or in
any propaganda or activity that tends to
promote ill-will or hatred among men or
nations. We must rather foster good will
understanding, and mutual regard and
help among all nations, races, and classes.
And we cannot as churches lend ourselves
to the direct administration of conscription or state compulsion, seeking rather to
find voluntary patterns of service through
which the demands of the state may be
both satisfied and transcended, and going
with our men in whatever civilian service
they give.

t.

E V A N G E L I C A L

V I S I T O R

Mistakes of the Holiness
(Continued from page four)
failure to accomplish what we have felt
God would have had us accomplish as a
movement, have been passed up without
much question as to why the failure. We
have been content to leave matters stand.
Failures must be accounted for from the
human standpoint not the Divine. It is
our fault.
Have we emphasized
in the holiness
movement the ethical results of the experience as we should? There has been much
emphasis on the doctrine of the second
crisis, but have we emphasized the ethical
results in the life? Have we as a people

8. If war does come with its possibl
serious devastation from bombings or
other forms of destruction, such as atomic
blasts, germ warfare, poison gas, etc.. wr
will willingly render every help which
conscience permits, sacrificially and without thought of personal safety, so long as
we thereby help to preserve and restore
life and not to destroy it.
IV
While we are deeply grateful to God
for the precious heritage of faith including the principle of love and nonresistance,* which our Swiss, Dutch, and Germ a n Anabaptist-Mennonite
forefathers
purchased for us by their faith, obedience,
and sacrifice, and which we believe is
again expressed in the above declarations
and commitments, we are convinced that
this faith must be repossessed personally
by each one out of his own reading - and
obeying of God's Word, and must ever be
spelled out in life practice anew. Hence,
we summon our brotherhood to a deeper
mastery of the Scriptures as the infallible
revelation of God's will for us, and to a
finding afresh under Holy Spirit guidance
of its total message regarding Christ's
way and its application in our present
world.
We humbly confess our inadequacies
and failures both in understanding and in
following this way. knowing well that we
have come short both in demonstration
and proclamation of Christian love. As
we renew our commitment of discipleship
and ambassadorship for Christ, we know
how much we need God's grace and each
other's help in the fellowship of His body
in learning and obeying. Let us therefore
stand together and go on together in His
name and for His cause.
* A faith universally held by the Mennonites of all lands for the first three centuries
of our history and continuously confessed by
all groups in North America until this day.
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been identified by some nonessential rather
than by Christlike living? As "the epistles
of Christ" have we given good reading?
"As lights in the world" have we been
shining? "Institutionally." remarked a
preacher friend, "we have brought just
censure on ourselves by failing to tie in
with our holiness message an administrative efficiency and ethical scrupulousness
such as people of the land had a right to
expect from us."
How about our business meetings, especially our elections of officers? Have
we honored the Holy Ghost as we should
in the holiness movement? Have we fasted
and prayed that God's man for the office
be elected and then practiced true Christian democracy by keeping hands off?
Have we not been inclined to select a
small committee to nominate the most important officers in that organization, and
leave it at that? Should not holiness
gatherings go to prayer and ask the Holy
Ghost to select the man? After earnest
prayer, the ballot would soon reveal God's
order, provided every person would mind
God and keep hands off. This was the
apostolic order: "As they ministered to
the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said,
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the
work whereunto I have called them. And
when they had fasted and prayed, and laid
their hands on them they sent them away"
(Acts 13:2, 3 ) . What about the holiness
movement practicing this order? Might
it not mean a new day for the holiness
movement if it practiced the apostolic
order a little more rather that following
the order of backslidden organizations?
Of course, such a procedure would not be
popular.
Have we as a holiness movement honored God on the faith line as we should?
With the doctrine of spiritual wholeness
should there not be more emphasis on
physical wholeness by faith? What about
carrying out the directions found in James'
epistle concerning sick believers? "Is any
sick among you? Let him call for 'he
elders of the church; and let them pray
over him. anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall
raise him u p ; and if he have committed
sins, they shall be forgiven him" (James
5:14, 1 5 ) . As a holiness movement what
have we done with this? Has there been
failure here to honor God and His Word?
—The Wesleyun
Methodist.

"A preacher friend felt that he had been
wronged. He harbored thoughts in his
mind toward others that led him to quit
the ministry. He was once a leading pastor, a useful man, a good preacher; but
now for several years he has been a human wreck."
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News Notes
New .Regulation on Classification of
Conscientious Objectors
According to information secured from
Selective Service on January 24, a new rule
is to be followed in classification of conscientious objectors. Heretofore it was
necessary for CO's to secure Class IV-E regardless of any other gnounds for deferment, because local boards were instructed
to make decision on eligibility for Class
IV-E, before eligibility for other deferments
were considered.
This regulation has been amended to instruct local boards to place men in the
lowest classification for which they are
eligible according to this new list.
I-A available for military service
I-A-0 available for noncombatant military
service
IV-E conscientious objector! to a.11 military service
I-D member of Reserves; student in
military service
II-A deferred for essential civilian work
II-C deferred for agricultural work
III-A deferred because of dependents
IV-A deferred veteran; sole surviving son
IV-B official deferred by law
IV-C alien
IV-D minister or ministerial student
IV-F physically unfit
V-A overage
Therefore in classifying a registrant who
claims recognition as a conscientious objector, the local boards are now required to
consider first his eligibility for deferment
or exemption on grounds of being physically unfit, being a minister, dependency, occupation, etc.; and only if he is not eligible
for any of these classes is he placed in
Class IV-E.
In view of this change in the regulations,
many registrants who in the past have
been classified IV-E are no longer in the
proper class if they are eligible for any
other classes, the eligibility for which must
now be considered before eligibility for
Class IV-E is considered.
Local boards have been instructed by the
National Headquarters of Selective Service
to reopen the classification of every registrant in Class IV-E, to consider his classification anew in accordance with the new
rule.
It is therefore important to note that
conscientious objectors may now accept
occupational dependency and other deferments consistent with their position, and in
fact should seek such if they feel they are
eligible. It is presumed that in answering
their Classification Questionnaires, registrants were careful to supply information
on occupation and dependency even though
at that time it was important to seek
Class IV-E. If complete information was
not given, or if changes in employment or
dependency have taken place, this information should be sent to the local board immediately.
Men should note that at this point it is
not necessary for them to appeal from
Class. IV-E, since local boards are already
instructed to reopen all IV-E classifications
and consider anew the eligibility for other
deferments.
; .
It is our counsel that men who. at present
have an appeal pending from Glass II-C or
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III-A to Class IV-E, should write to the
local board saying that while their position
and claim as a conscientious objector to
military service continues unchanged, they
wish to have their appeal dropped because
they are ready to accept the occupational
(or dependency) classification in view of
the new policy as g i e n in Section 1623.2
of the Selective Service Regulations.
Men should be very careful that they are
not placed into Class I-A or I-A-0 when
their cases are reviewed. If this occurs,
they should appeal immediately for the
deferment for which they feel they are
eligible, or for Class IV-E.
It should be emphasized that there has
been no change in the provision that conscientious objectors in Class IV-E are deferried. The new ruling merely says that
CO's may and should be classed in. another
deferment if they are eligible for it.
A detailed information summary explaining this change in draft procedure, together
with other related materials, is being sent
to each MCC constituent pastor and other
interested persons. Additional copies are
available from the Mennonite Central Committee, Peace Section, Akron, Pa.—MCC.

More Men Volunteer;
There has been a,recent increase in applications for Voluntary Service from men
in the 19-26 age group. More young people
seem to feel that since others are being called upon in the draftj they as deferred conscientious objectors should likewise make
a sacrifice, not in the Armed Forces, but in
a constructive service to needy people a.t
home and abroad, under the supervision of
the Church. A new group of volunteers is
being accepted for a period of training beginning on Jan. 19. Indications are that
perhaps 30 persons will be enrolled.
Committee Plans Service Program
The newly formed "Committee on Advice
and Control" met on Jan. 6 to discuss and
plan various aspect§r,'of the Voluntary Service program. Primary purposes were to
plan the Summer Service program, coordinate MCC projects and conference sponsored projects, and to plan for the continuing service program, especially to provide
service openings for those challenged
through the present circumstances of
national emergency.
Persons serving on this Committee, with
the group they represent are: Raymond
C h a r l e s , Lancaster Conference; Eber
Dourte, Brethren in Christ; Albert Gaed-
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dert, General Conference; Elmer Gingerich, Conservative Amish; Jesse Harder,
Mennonite Brethren, Southern District;
Levi Hartzler, (Old) Mennonite; A. L. Yost,
Church of God in. Christ Mennonite; and
R'ay Horst, MCC.
A Word on Draft Quotas
In various communities where Peace
Churches are more concentrated, it seems
some persons feel that men subject to induction into the Armed Forces are called
earlier than in other communities where
there are no conscientious objector registrants.
According to Selective Service Regulation 631.1, the draft quotas are determined
on the basis of the number of men in Class
I-A and I-A-O, not on the total number of
registrants. Thus in any given community,
the. rate of induction from among men
available for military service (those in
Class I-A or I-A-O) should not be directly
affected by the number of CO registrants
in that area.
CO's Discharged from Reserves
During the past few months several
young men requested assistance in securing
release from the Army or Navy Reserves
because of conscientious objection to military service.
They had developed their
strong conviction on this point after having
joined the Reserves upon discharge from
the Armed Forces some time earlier.
Under the military regulations there is no
provision for discharge from the Reserves
on grounds of conscience, although a discharge "for the convenience of the government" is possible if this is warranted in the
minds of the officials. Thus for two men of
cur constituency in such situations have
been discharged, one from the Naval Reserves, and more recently, one from the
Army Reserves.
Tour to Include Relief Areas
In view of the interest in observing MCC
relief projects and visiting Mennonite communities in Europe, Menno Travel Senvice
is planning a six-week tour of Europe for
this spring. Included will be not only areas
of general interest, but considerable time
will be devoted toward gaining first-hand
knowledge of the Mennonite relief program.
The tour group will also have close contacts with European Mennonites, to aid in
better acquaintance with the European
brotherhood.
Travel to and from Europe will be by
air, to make possible a comfortable travel
schedule and to include the important areas
mentioned. Traveling as a group will provide fine fellowship. Visited will be England, Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Italy,
France, and Belgium. The date of leaving.
New York is March 27 and the arrival back
in New York is May 8. The cost including
all of the transportation, sightseeing tours,
lodging, meals, visa fees, etc., is $975. By;
February 14, the membership of the tour,
group must be complete. For this tour, contact directly Menno Travel Service, Akron,
Pennsylvania.

• ."rJftj? W!

